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When I was approached by Laura at the beginning 
to 2016 to join her adventure in the implementation 
and assessment of the Migrationlab Living Rooms, I 
had an immediate impulse and will to take part. My 
drives were professional and personal, at the same 
time. Professionally, the approach of Migrationlab to 
intervene and explore public spaces through the Living 
Room experience was very close to my own research 
agenda. Having been studying the connection between 
public spaces and democracy for several years, and 
now focusing on diversity and citizenship, the Living 
Rooms seemed to condense both interests. 

I think the Migrationlab Living Rooms are a very 
powerful way to frame something that tends to happen 
in the ideal version of a public space: they offer a 
space where different people meet and exchange their 
ideas, their views, and their expectations. In fact, the 
Living Rooms in Amsterdam, The Hague and Rotterdam 
did exactly that because they were geared to facilitate 
and foster the encounter among refugees, local Dutch 
people and migrants of different backgrounds. 

These are people who normally do not come across 
each other in their daily routines. In this sense, in spite 
of their location —no Living Room happened in an 
actual public space— they were a way to produce 
public spaces. Not only and merely to intervene them, 
but to produce them. By this I mean the Living Room 
experiences were a public space in as much as they 
were co-created, accessible and interactive: 

•	 They occurred as the result of co-creation activities, 
the participatory co-design workshops and the 
active involvement of various voluntary people who 
participated and helped in their production.

•	 They were open and accessible in terms of not 
requiring a formal status to be part of it. People 
were registered for organizational purposes, but 
the spirit of the group that was being formed was 
always, “the more the merrier.”

•	 A number of creative activities took place during the 
Living Rooms. These activities fostered the interaction 
and the connection between different people, 
building a community —virtual and real— among 
those who joined the events.

All the Living Rooms I joined in 2016 can be described 
as public spaces, following the above criteria. Their aim, 
and result, was to provide a space for the encounter 
among different peoples, with different life trajectories 
and life expectations. The space opened by them was 
set in a creative and intimate style that propitiated 
feelings of safety among the participants, to share their 
stories and intimate thoughts. This was very important, 
given the focus of the stories and conversation that took 
place, and it also connects with the personal motivation 
I had to join this project. 
The thematic focus of the Living Rooms is on the 
experience of migration: the processes and challenges 
leading to one’s own uprooting and those leading to 
the challenge of re-rooting elsewhere. Being a migrant 
myself I can recognize this peril, even if I have had the 
luck and luxury to be categorized as an expat. Class 
and education have saved me from the negative ways 
in which migration is today perceived; however, they 
have not saved me from the longing to belong and 
be recognized as an equal member of the several 
communities I’ve joined during my migrant years. 

Thus, spaces like the Living Rooms open the possibility 
to recognize oneself in the radically different life 

trajectory of others. That connection is fundamental in a 
world increasingly interdependent, but reluctant to the 
experience of people’s movement. 

At the end of the day, we all long to belong and fear 
being exposed in our vulnerability. To address this 
vulnerability, we need to be in contact and trust others. 
Collaboration has historically been the way to adapt 
and to survive change, to overcome vulnerability. In the 
dialogue	between	us,	we	might	find	new	ways	to	live	
together, not in spite of our differences, but together 
with them. The Living Rooms are a little, but important 
step in that direction. 


